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Speech of Mrs. Gumustekin, Chairwoman of ICiB Management Board 
at the Opening of the New Gallery 
in the Istanbul Centre in Brussels
2 December 2008

President Van den Brande, 

Dear Deputy Mayor Mr. Selamet,

Excellencies Ambassadors, 

Dear guests, Dear friends of Istanbul,

Let me welcome you all to the Istanbul Centre in Brussels. 

My name is Tulu Gumustekin.  I am the chairwoman of the Istanbul Centre in Brussels and I am pleased to see so many good friends at this important evening. This is a night for enthusiasm and celebration but we also have a sad duty to perform. 

Yesterday, unfortunately, there was an explosion in Istanbul. There have been injuries, two of them serious but, of course, the situation required the full attention of the Honorary Chairman of the Istanbul Centre in Brussels, Mayor Kadir Topbas. This explains why he was forced at the last minute to cancel his visit. He spoke to me personally to express his regret at not being here this evening and asked me to convey his apologies to you all.  

At the same time he insisted that a callous act of disregard for human life should not interfere with tonight’s affirmation of life.  That is why he sent his deputy, Mr. Ahmet Selamet to take his place and why both he and the Istanbul Centre are particularly grateful to you all for your show of friendship and solidarity you show by being with us tonight.

All this has given additional meaning to the work of the Istanbul Centre. I know many of you were with us a few months back to celebrate the opening of this Centre last April. The time has gone by very quickly. We’ve been working very hard. We’ve had a long and busy schedule of events at the Centre. And we have been growing by leaps and bounds.  

Indeed tonight we are opening the New Gallery. Like a young child who has outgrown his clothes we are already doubling in size. We are also redoubling our efforts. And let me try to explain why. Or, perhaps, more to the point let me point to where the answer lies. 

The reward for our effort is hanging on the walls of the New Gallery which we are here to open tonight. It is hanging on the walls of the exhibition space which we opened last April.

My own answer about the importance of the Istanbul Centre in Brussels is that it exits to explore differences. Many, including the men of violence, see “difference” as a threat; they view those who do not look or think as they do as a pretext for contempt. 

But we are here to cherish difference.  The acceptance of difference is what unites us. It is the bedrock of the European ideal. That we are able as individuals and as nations, to view the same profound things, come to different conclusions, yet find a common idiom to explore these differences, is what defines our common values, our common culture and our common purpose.

This idea, expressed more subtly and with greater imagination that I am capable, is on display in the pictures and installations and diptychs in exhibition rooms of the ICiB. 

It is also expressed, however, in our organisational structure. Our board members hail from Holland, Britain, Germany, Sweden and Greece. Of course we have many Turkish citizens as well, but really we think of Istanbul as being a city which doesn’t just belong in Europe but belongs to Europe. It has a culture and history and excitement which spills over national frontiers. 

It only remains for me to thank Istanbul Bilgi University for the loan of its important collection and to Beral Madra who curated a thought provoking exhibition of triptychs which we also open tonight. 

We have a third party to thank. The Culinary Arts Academy of Istanbul has prepared a tasty and adventurous menu for this evening of modern Istanbul cuisine. Sharing good food with friends is something Istanbul takes seriously and which we at the Istanbul Centre take seriously as well.

And please allow me a moment to thank the staff at the centre, on behalf of the board and on behalf of everyone here. The ICiB have worked selflessly to make this evening possible. 

We hope to see you all at future nights like tonight. And let me assure you that are determination is great, our morale is high and the Istanbul Centre in Brussels is an institution that will flourish in the years ahead.  

Please let me introduce you to Deputy Mayor Selamet to open our New Gallery.
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