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The Istanbul Centre in Brussels opens its NEW GALLERY

with two exhibitions

1950s to 2000: a selection from santralistanbul collection 

and

Istanbul Diptychs Contemporary Visual and Verbal Positions 

Opening 2 December, 2008 at 18.30

Previews: by arrangement

To run 3 December, 2008 – January 30, 2009

Only last April, the Istanbul Centre in Brussels (ICiB) opened its doors to make a distinct contribution to Brussels cultural scene. Buoyed by its success so far, the ICiB is about to launch on its one of the most ambitious project; the doubling of its existing exhibition space with the inauguration of a New Gallery. On 2 December, 2008 the New Gallery opens two contemporary art exhibitions. And to celebrate the event, the ICiB will host a tasting of modern Istanbul cuisine.

1950s to 2000: A Selection from the santralistanbul Collection 

This brings some of the highlights from the major retrospective of post-war Turkish art first shown to coincide with the Istanbul Biennial in September 2007 at Istanbul’s answer to the Tate Modern – a power station converted by the city’s Bilgi University into an exciting art space. 

The exhibition was described as “essential viewing for anyone– and not just students of art-  trying to understand the enormous changes of  those years,” by local critics as well as “an electrifying exhibit” in the International Herald Tribune. Subtitled “Modernism and Beyond” it illustrates the impact of globalisation on an artistic community working to establish its own distinctive voice. 

Istanbul Diptychs: Contemporary Visual and Verbal Positions
The second exhibition: "Istanbul Diptychs: Contemporary Visual and Verbal Positions", brings together 12 European artists all of whom have been inspired by a city which was once on the edge of a world divided between East and West but which has been brought into the centre of a new Europe. 

“Istanbul is examined and questioned in every conceivable way and even when the city is not directly the theme or subject, we can still recognize the city at the heart of the work,” said Beral Madra, curator of the exhibition.  

Modern Istanbul Cuisine – a tasting:
The ICiB has invited Chefs Mete Alpay, Muhittin Kabasakal and Begüm Basar from Istanbul Academy of Culinary Arts to prepare a special menu to fit the spirit of the evening. 

About the ICiB:

“We are a young institution representing an ancient city and like the works of art themselves hope to be a conduit between something that is unique to Istanbul and a cultural sensibility that is clearly European,” according to Mrs. Tulû Gümüştekin, Chairwoman of the ICiB’s Joint Coordination and Management Board.
The Istanbul Centre in Brussels, a multi-functional cultural centre which opened its doors in April 2008. Included in ICiB’s mission is the promotion of Istanbul as 2010 European Capital of Culture, but it has the more permanent objective of providing a civic platform and a place of dialogue between Istanbul and the rest of Europe. Funded by the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, it is accountable to an independent board not just from Turkey but diverse EU member states.

The opening begins at 18.30 

2 December, 2008

at Istanbul Centre in Brussels

Avenue des Arts 46

B-1000 Brussels

The exhibitions continue:

3 December, 2008 – January 30, 2009

Opening hour:10.00
Closing hour:17.00
For more information or to arrange a private preview

İstanbul Merkezi – Brüksel

Tel: +32 (0) 228 904 70
www.istanbulcentre.eu
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